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American Academy of Nursing Selects Nurse Leader, Suzanne Bakken, as 
Distinguished Institute of Medicine Nurse Scholar-in-Residence 

 
Nurse expert on big data to influence America’s health policy at leading national 

health organization. 
 

WASHINGTON, DC (August 27, 2015)—Suzanne Bakken, PhD, RN, FAAN, FACMI, has been chosen as the 

2015–2016 Distinguished Nurse Scholar-in-Residence at the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National 

Academies. 

 

Formed by a congressional charter, the Institute of Medicine provides analysis and advice on medicine and health 

with the goal of improving the nation’s health system. The IOM 

Distinguished Nurse Scholar-in-Residence program, initiated in 1992, 

provides a yearlong leadership opportunity to participate in shaping 

health policy. 

 

During her time as an IOM Distinguished Nurse Scholar, Bakken plans 

to focus on big data, data science and health equity, and has 

proposed a study to identify policy efforts to help mitigate health 

disparities. 

 

“I am grateful to the Academy, the ANA and ANF for this opportunity to 

further my research interests in policy efforts that can better utilize big 

data science and produce better health outcomes,” said Bakken. “As 

big data proliferates and the data science methods evolve, it is critical 

that advances are viewed in terms of health equity.” 

 

Bakken is currently the Alumni Professor of Nursing and Professor of Biomedical Informatics at Columbia 

University School of Nursing. She was elected as a member of IOM in 2006, and has served on IOM committees 

related to patient safety standards, functional specifications for electronic health records, and evaluation of the 

Office of National Coordinator for Health Information Technology. She has published more than 200 peer-

reviewed journal papers, including several recent papers related to big data and data science methods. 

 

The Distinguished IOM Nurse Scholar-in-Residence program is proudly supported by the American Academy of 

Nursing, the American Nurses Association, and the American Nurses Foundation. Gifts to the Academy’s Rheba 

de Tornyay development fund and the ANF Annual Fund support the Scholar-in-Residence program. 

 

# # # 

 

About the Academy 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) serves the public and the nursing profession by advancing 

health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. The 

http://www.aannet.org/
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Academy's more than 2,300 Fellows are nursing's most accomplished leaders in education, management, 

practice, and research. They have been recognized for their extraordinary contributions to nursing and health 

care. 

About American Nurses Association (ANA) 

ANA (www.nursingworld.org) is the only full-service professional organization representing the interests of the 

nation's 3.1 million registered nurses through its constituent and state nurses associations and its organizational 

affiliates. ANA advances the nursing profession by fostering high standards of nursing practice, promoting the 

rights of nurses in the workplace, projecting a positive and realistic view of nursing, and by lobbying the Congress 

and regulatory agencies on health care issues affecting nurses and the public. 

 

About the American Nurses Foundation 

The American Nurses Foundation (www.givetonursing.org) is the charitable and philanthropic arm of the 

American Nurses Association, with the mission to transform the nation’s health through the power of nursing.  The 

Foundation supports research, education, and scholarships, which improve health, wellness, and patient care. 
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